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Q 2 What types of ingredients would be subject to the country of origin labelling for
ingredients?

Answer 1 The largest ingredient by weight in the ingredients (the most predominant ingredient by
weight) is subject to mandatory labelling (which is referred as “subject ingredient”), and the name of that
ingredient and its country of origin are required to be labelled correspondingly. However, though having
considered the feasibility of implementation by businesses the subject item is limited as above, it is
desirable to include as many ingredients as possible for mandatory labelling with respect to providing
information to consumers. Provided, however, the 22 food groups in Appendix 15-1 and the following
items have separate standards, which provide with the ingredients that are subject to mandatory labelling.
(1) For pickled agricultural products, top four (or three) predominant ingredients, which constitute 5% or
more (2) For frozen vegetable products, top three predominant ingredients, which constitute 5% or
more (3) For processed eel products, eel (4) For dried bonito flakes, dried bonito  (5) For rice
balls, nori

2 In the case where the country of origin of the most predominant ingredient by weight is labelled (or the
information transmitted) under the following laws, the provisions for the country of origin labelling for
ingredients in the Food Labelling Standards will not apply for the said ingredient. (1) Act on Information
Records on Transactions, etc. and Relay of Information on Origin of Rice, etc. (Rice Traceability Act) (Act
No. 26 of 2009) (excluding rice cakes described in the Food Labelling Standard Appendix 15-1, (6)) (2) Act
Concerning Liquor Business Associations and Measures for securing Revenue from Liquor Tax (Act No. 7 of
1953) As of September, 2017, the Production Method and Quality Labelling Standards for Fruit Alcoholic
Beverages, etc. (National Tax Agency Notice No. 18 of 2015) have been adopted as labelling standards
under (2).
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